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WHO ARE WE?

= Chapter-based, grassroots, non-profit,
registered Canadian charity.

= Formedin 1992 in response to the decline
of ring-necked pheasants and other upland
gamebird populations.

savetheedges.ca
pfcalgary.ca
pheasantsforever.ca



WHAT WE DO:

Protect upland gamebird habitat
through securement.

Enhance and restore upland
habitat for pheasants and other
upland gamebirds.

Engage, educate and build
relationships with stakeholders.

Support education programs that
instill conservation ethics,
responsible sportsmanship and
an appreciation for wildlife.
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BENEFITS OF
OUR WORK

Healthy gamebird
populations and upland
habitats contribute to
biodiversity on the
landscape.

Biodjverse ecosystems perform a
multitude of functions including
oxygen production, carbon
sequestration, soil conservation, flood
control, crop pollination and water
purification.
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UPLAND
GAMEBIRD
HISTORY
SOUTHERN
ALBERTA

1908 - 1967
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- Linear/steady loss of habitat

- 1991-2016 = 41 sections of
grassland lost per year




TODAY

- Competition inside the fences
- Green energy infrastructure

- Irrigation infrastructure
upgrades

- Commodity prices

All factors impacting
biodiversity and ecosystem
services.
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SOLUTION:
STOP THE LOSS OF
PUBLIC LANDS

- Healthy ditches and right-of-ways benefit
everyone and provide key habitat areas
that must be protected.

- Eliminate continued loss of these important
edge habitats starting through SAVE THE
EDGES.
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savetheedges.ca

HOW IT ° UCP Strategy Meeting

- . " UCP 13 Point Conservation Plan For
CAME TO BE: Environmental Stewardship




savetheedges.ca

Enforce actions against “trespass farming”

For example: Protect 66-foot-wide public right of ways against
conversion to crops or damage of ditches next to rural roads.




"With 85 per cent of wetlands
Prairies, we know that ditche Sy
as the primary defence for pug
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WHAT IS IT?

= Awareness campaign
highlighting the impact of
trespass farming of public
roadside ditches and
undeveloped right-of-ways.

= Made possible through a grant

from Alberta Environment and
Parks.

e



Pheasants Forever wants to

save ditches and rights-of-way
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GOAL

Provide information to
reverse the trend of
trespass farming
resulting in increased
retention of roadside
ditches and right-of-
ways in their natural
state.



) Municipal district
* Improvement district
* Special area

FOCUS AREA
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bees, butterflies and
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carbon storage

Roadsile ditchesand right-of-ways
store thousandsof tonsofcarbon,
preventing it from enterng the

am osphere.




Radio, Print, Stories

Website Materials

Meetings with Counties
& Municipalities




Keep public
roadside ditches
and right-of-ways
natural.

RSSO - O TOE N B 300

New campaign will stand up for lowly
ditches and hidden rights-of-way

Thaess little-noticed sirips of land provide wildlife habitat along with several envirenmantal bansfits
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'Prldtecting our ditches can help
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A YEAR-ROUND CONVERSATION

By Craig Lester
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RESPECT THE
RIGHT OF
WAYS
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CAMPAIGN ENDORSEMENT

“This Save the Edges campaign iIs a great idea. These
little strips of ecosystem can do a lot of good, by feeding
wildlife and supporting pollinators, but they can also
provide habitat to natural enemies of crop pests.”

- Professor Dan L. Johnson, PhD (UBC)
Department of Geography and Environment
University of Lethbridge




BENEFITS TO CANOLA

= Non-crop areas within or near to canola fields can
serve as both a source and a destination for insects
beneficial to canola production.

= Uncultivated areas can harbour reservoirs of insects
that provide services to canola such as pest control
and pollination.

= Counties where fields have the highest levels of non-
cropped area have slightly higher canola yields.

= Full article at



https://pheasantsforever.ca/canola/

PRAIRIE STRIPS

= Prairie strips are a new conservation technology
designed to alleviate biodiversity loss and
environmental damage associated with row-crop
agriculture.

= Results from a multiyear, catchment-scale experiment
comparing corn and soybean fields with and without
prairie vegetation indicated prairie strips raised
pollinator and bird abundance, decreased water
runoff, and increased soil and nutrient retention. These
benefits accrued at levels disproportionately greater
than the land area occupied by prairie strips.

- Lisa A. Schulte, Jarad Niemi, Matthew J. Helmers,
and Chris Witte of lowa State University
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https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1620229114#con1

How can we tailor our messaging
to be more effective?

What are your ideas?

What are your questions?




THANK YOU!

For more information:;
Perry McCormick
403-995-9960 ext. 102

savetheedges.ca
pfcalgary.ca
pheasantsforever.ca
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