
AGENDA 
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING 
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF PINCHER CREEK 

May 6, 2026 
 1:30 pm 

Introduction of new board member, Todd Vance and AES Assistant Manager Ayla Peacock. 
Thank you to Martin Puch for many years of service on the ASB.  

A. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

B. MINUTES

a) Draft Agricultural Service Board Meeting Minutes – March 4, 2026

C. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Support for Enhanced AIS Prevention Efforts
- Letter to Council from Minister

b) Concerns over the closure of the Lacombe Research and Development Centre
- Letter sent in support

D. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a) Agricultural and Environmental Service Board Strategic and Operational Plan 2025-2029
- Tabled pending Provincial Regulation Policy Updates
- Will be sent out prior to Wednesdays Meeting

b) Wildlife Predation Identification Training
- ASB Member will bring information

c) Dams Discussion
- January 2026 - The board would like to see a meeting scheduled for all dam users

downstream from the four dams, with an open discussion on how the water should be
managed.

- Board would like to start with the Foothills Dam users.
- No meeting scheduled to date.

d) New Regulations on CFIA
- Ag Fieldman to research the possibility of hosting an information meeting for producers

in the MD of Pincher Creek with the Alberta Beef Producers representative to explain
the proposed CFIA changes.

- CFIA is unable to attend.
e) Policy Review

- C-AES-001 License of Occupation
- In legal review at Council level

- C-AES-002 Landowners to Assume Responsibility for Weed Control on Municipal
Right-of-Ways Adjacent to their Property

- C-AES-003 Weed Free Gravel/Aggregate
- C-AES-004 Weed Control
- C-AES-004B Eradicable Weed Control
- C-AES-005 Weed Control Act and Agricultural Pest Act Appeal Committee
- C-AES-006 Agricultural Pests
- C-AES-007 Soil Conservation Act Appeal Committee
- C-AES-605 Livestock Industry
- C-FIN-529 Fees and Charges (Agriculture and Environmental Services Section)

A



E. AES DEPARTMENTAL REPORT AND CALL LOG 
  

a) Agricultural Fieldman Reports – March through May, 2026  
 

F. WEED NOTICES  
 
G. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. For Action 
 

2. For Information 
 
a) Shadow Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 

- Letter of Gratitude  
b) Do More Agriculture Foundation Newsletters 

- March 
- April 

c) AB Farm Fresh Producers Association 
- March Newsletter  

d) Alberta Energy Regulator 
- Weed & Rest Compliance on AER Regulated Well Sites  

e) Agricultural Moisture Situation Update 
- April 24, 2026 

f) Do More Agricultural Foundation 
- 2026 Community Fund for Mental Health 

 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) New Scale Discussion 
b) Strychnine Discussion 

 
I. NEXT MEETING – was scheduled for July 1 – need new date.   
 
J. ADJOURNMENT   



Meeting Minutes of the 
Agricultural Service Board – Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 

March 4, 2026 

Present: Vice Chair Mark Zoratti, Councillors Tony Bruder and Jim Welsch, and 
Martin Puch and Stuart Lewis.  

Also Present: CAO Roland Milligan, Agricultural Fieldman Shane Poulsen, Executive 
Assistant Jessica McClelland. 

Absent: Chair Anna Welsch 

Vice Chair Mark Zoratti opened the meeting at 1:30 pm. 

A.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Councillor Jim Welsch 26/009 

Moved that the agenda for March 4, 2026, be amended to include: 
- Introduction of new member at large - Stuart Lewis
- New Business: Support for Enhanced AIS Prevention Efforts

AND THAT the agenda be approved as amended. 

Carried 
B. DELEGATION

C. MINUTES

Martin Puch       26/010

Moved that the minutes of January 14, 2026, be approved as presented.

Carried 
D. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) New Regulations on CFIA
- Ag Fieldman reached out to a representative from the CFIA regarding
potential changes. The board suggested that the representative attend a future
ASB or Council meeting to update the community.

E. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a) Agricultural and Environmental Service Board Strategic and Operational Plan
2025-2029
- Still in draft
- Ag Fieldman plans to have the document back for approval this Summer

b) Wildlife Predation Identification Training
- ASB Member will bring information

c) Policy C-AES-001 License of Occupation
- Being Moved into Traffic Bylaw
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- Still in Review at Council Level  

d) MD Deadstock Bin Update 
- 3 bins being delivered this week to Divisions 1, 4 and 5 (Division 5-

Wolbert/Division 1-Vance/Division 4 - Burles)  
- Division 3 still needs a location for a bin  
- Multiple other locations were discussed, including the airport, and gravel pits  
- Signage installed? Unclear  
- Social media request for hosts – continue to post for Division 3  

e) Dams Discussion  
- The board would like to see a meeting scheduled for all dam users 

downstream from the four dams, with an open discussion on how the water 
should be managed.  

- No meeting scheduled to date 
- Board requested to start with the Foothills dam users  

       
F.  2026 AES DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Councillor Jim Welsch     26/011 
 

Moved to accept for information the departmental reports from the Agricultural 
Fieldman for February 2026. 

 
Carried  

G. WEED NOTICE 
 
 Councillor Tony Bruder attended the meeting at 2:18 pm. 
 

AES Fieldman stated new AES Assistant Fieldman will be in charge of weed notices. 
None were issued for last season.  

 
H.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. For Action 
 

2. For Information 
 

Stuart Lewis       26/012 
 

Moved that the following be received as information:  
 

a) The Do More Agricultural Foundation  
- February eNews  

b) AB Farm Fresh Producers Association  
- January eNews  

Carried  
 

c) Concerns over the closure of the Lacombe Research and Development Centre 
- Letter from Lacombe County  

 
Councillor Tony Bruder    26/013 
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Moved that the Agricultural Service Board send a letter to Alberta Ag, regarding 
concerns over the lack of funding and closures of research and development 
centres,   
 
AND THAT the draft letter be sent to the board for review prior to the letter 
being sent, 
 
AND FINALLY, copies of the letter be sent to Member of Parliament John 
Barlow and Member of the Legislative Assembly, Chelsae Petrovic. 

 
Carried  

 
I.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) Policy review  
 

Councillor Tony Bruder    26/014 
 
Moved to table policy review to next meeting, pending the Provincial Regulation 
changes: 

 
1) C-AES-001 License of Occupation  

- In legal review at Council level  
2) C-AES-002 Landowners to Assume Responsibility for Weed Control on 

Municipal Right-of-Ways Adjacent to their Property 
3) C-AES-003 Weed Free Gravel/Aggregate  
4) C-AES-004 Weed Control  
5) C-AES-004B Eradicable Weed Control 
6) C-AES-005 Weed Control Act and Agricultural Pest Act Appeal 

Committee  
7) C-AES-006 Agricultural Pests  
8) C-AES-007 Soil Conservation Act Appeal Committee 
9) C-AES-605 Livestock Industry  
10) C-FIN-529 Fees and Charges (Agriculture and Environmental Services 

Section) 
 

Carried  
 

b) Terms of Reference – last updated November 2024  
 

Martin Puch      26/015 
 
Moved to table the Terms of Reference to next meeting pending the Provincial 
Regulation changes. 
 
       Carried  

 
c) AES Equipment Discussion  

1) Loading Chute Disrepair  
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- Discussion on partnering with adjacent municipalities to purchase 

new equipment 
- Safety requirements were discussed, and lights, reflective strips 

and/or slow vehicle signs are a requirement as it is MD owned 
equipment  

2) Potential Purchase of Waterline Pumping Equipment  
- Cost of purchasing waterline equipment would be a minimum of 

$30k 
- MD has pipe for rent, but not a pump 

3) Possibility of adding a rock picker to the rental fleet  
 

Stuart Lewis     26/016 
 
Moved that the ASB request that Council add to the 2027 budget the cost 
of replacing the loading chute. 
 
      Carried  

 
d) Support for Enhanced AIS Prevention Efforts  

 
Martin Puch      26/017   

 
Moved that the Agricultural Service Board send a letter to the Association of 
Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen in support of enhanced AIS prevention efforts for 
all ports of entry into Alberta,  
 
AND THAT this letter be sent to Honourable Danielle Smith, Premier of 
Alberta, Honourable R.J. Sigurdson, Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation, John 
Barlow Member of Parliament and Chelsae Petrovic Member of the Legislative 
Assembly as well as the Alberta Irrigation Districts Association, Environment 
and Climate Change Canada, and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.  

 
       Carried  

 
J.  CLOSED SESSION 
 
K.  NEXT MEETING –  May 6, 2026 at 1:30 pm 
 
L.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councillor Jim Welsch      26/018 
  
Moved to adjourn the meeting, the time being 3:09 pm. 
 
         Carried 
 
 
 _____________________________  ________________________________ 
 ASB Chairperson    ASB Secretary 
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204 Legislature Building, 10800 - 97 Avenue NW, Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6  Canada   Telephone 780-427-2391 

ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTED AREAS 

Office of the Minister 

Classification: Protected A 

130274 

Mr. Rick Lemire, Reeve 
c/o Ms. Jessica McClelland, Executive Assistant 
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 
1037 Herron Avenue 
PO Box 279 
Pincher Creek AB  T0K 1W0 
adminexecasst@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca 

Dear Reeve Lemire: 

Thank you for your letter supporting enhanced aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
prevention and your commitment to strengthening Alberta’s AIS response.  

Environment and Protected Areas (EPA) remains committed to implementing the 
AIS Task Force's recommendations and strengthening Alberta's AIS prevention 
and response framework. We are increasing the number of watercraft inspection 
stations from 11 to 12 by adding a new site at the Chief Mountain Border 
Crossing, while continuing to deploy the roving crew. We are also adding two 
conservation K9 teams to return to the full complement of three teams. 

The AIS Task Force recommended several key measures as essential to building 
a robust, provincewide defense against invasive mussels. I am pleased to share 
EPA advanced all seven AIS Task Force recommendations.  

AIS program enhancements driven from task force recommendations include: 
• exploring alternative funding to stabilize AIS program budgets and not be

subject to treasury board fluctuations. As well, a pilot proof of inspection
sticker was used in 2025, and is being repeated in 2026;

• pursuing the first in Canada pilot dip tank technology for hot washing
watercraft;

• instituting mandatory inspections for all watercraft entering Alberta from
eastern or southern borders, requiring watercraft to report to designated
provincial inspection stations before launching into Alberta’s waters;

• advocating more aquatic pesticide registrations be made available in Canada
to improve response efforts if/when needed;

March 12, 2026

Ca



2/2 

Classification: Protected A 

• enhancing detection abilities by incorporating environmental DNA monitoring
through water filtration to catch elusive species difficult to detect by
conventional monitoring efforts;

• ensuring a detailed plan for early detection and rapid response for invasive
mussels is developed, as well as updating the general AIS plan; and

• ensuring government readiness and preparedness if Alberta detects an
occurrence of invasive mussels by conducting annual exercises.

For more information, or to discuss next steps, please contact 
Ms. Nicole Kimmel, Aquatic Invasive Species Specialist, in Edmonton, 
at 780-975-3793 (dial 310-0000 for a toll-free connection) 
or nicole.kimmel@gov.ab.ca. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in protecting Alberta from AIS. 
Your leadership and collaboration are essential, as addressing the threat of 
invasive species is a shared responsibility.  

Sincerely, 

Grant Hunter 
Minister of Environment and Protected Areas 

cc: Honourable Danielle Smith 
Premier of Alberta 

Honourable RJ Sigurdson 
Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation 

Chelsae Petrovic 
MLA, Livingstone-Macleod 



MD of Pincher Creek is a community that manages growth and supports our western heritage while preserving our natural 
environment. 

Agricultural Service Board 
1037 Herron Ave. 

PO Box 279 
Pincher Creek, AB 

T0K 1W0 
p. 403.627.3130
f. 403.627.5070

info@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca 
www.mdpinchercreek.ab.ca 

April 29, 2026 

The Honourable Heath MacDonald  
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  
1341 Baseline Road  
Tower 7, Floor 8  
Ottawa, ON K1A 0C5  
aafc.minister-ministre.aac@agr.gc.ca 

Dear Minister MacDonald,  

RE: Concerns over the closure of the Lacombe Research and Development Centre 

During their March 4, 2026, meeting, the Agricultural Service Board for the MD of Pincher Creek discussed 
concerns over the closure and explored potential alternatives. We hope the federal government will consider 
options that preserve this critical facility, such as phased support or partnership models, to avoid irreversible 
loss.  

Why this matters provincially: 

• Economic Harm: Loss of more than 100 stable, professional jobs in a small labour market, including
the erosion of a major employment anchor for the region.

• Student Pipeline Loss: Reduction in hands-on student placements, mentorship, and early-career
opportunities that are essential for Canada’s agri-food workforce.

• Research Disruption: Termination or relocation of long-term scientific trials that cannot be replicated
without irreparable loss of data and infrastructure value.

• Ecosystem Damage: Undermining the research cluster that connects academia, industry, and public-
sector innovation in Central Alberta.

• National Capacity Risks: A weakening of Canada’s independent agricultural research base at a time
of heightened global uncertainty.

The Lacombe Research and Development Centre has played a key role in Canadian agricultural innovation 
by conducting high-value applied research, including integrated crop protection, climate-smart agriculture, 
livestock and crop genetics, and improving production efficiency. Its extensive long-term trials and decades 
of data are invaluable, and losing this capacity could cause irreparable damage to Canada's research 
infrastructure and economic stability.  

The Centre is not only scientifically important but also a vital contributor to the identity, sustainability, and 
economic stability that benefits surrounding municipalities.  

Cb
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MD of Pincher Creek is a community that manages growth and supports our western heritage while preserving our natural 
environment. 
 

 
The proposed closure happens amidst global instability and climate challenges, highlighting the urgent need 
for ongoing federal support. We respectfully urge the Minister to reconsider this decision and to commit to 
keeping the Lacombe Research and Development Centre as a vital national asset.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Anna Welsch 
Chair, Agricultural Service Board, MD of Pincher Creek  
 
cc:  MLA Chelsea Petrovic  

MP John Barlow 
Lacombe County  



M.D. OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9JEN,
I

t CORPORATE POLICY

C- AES- 001

TITLE:  LICENSE OF OCCUPATION

Approved by Council Date: April 28, 2009

Revised by Council Date: October 13, 2015

Revised by Council Date: September 22, 2020

Reviced by Council Date: September 14, 2021

PURPOSE OF POLICY

The purpose of this policy is to establish a fair and consistent policy for the use and occupation of
undeveloped road allowances in the MD of Pincher Creek pursuant to Licences of Occupation
with adjacent landowners.

POLICY STATEMENT

The MD of Pincher Creek Council recognizes that there are some benefits derived from

agricultural pursuits on undeveloped road allowances.

DEFINITIONS

1.     For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall apply:
a.      " MD" shall mean and refer to the Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9.

FEES

Fees are established per half mile or portion thereof, as per Policy C- FIN- 529— Fees and

Charges.

CONDITIONS

Municipal road allowances, not presently required for road construction, may be leased under a
license of occupation", Appendix B, by the landowner or interested party for agricultural use

provided that w•-  -  he road all wance borders two or more landowners, the applicant has

approval of .• ..- mg lan er( s) prior to application, Appendix A.

Hammond M ulloch

eeve ministrative Officer

C- AES- 001 Page 1 of 4
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Appendix A

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9
APPLICATION FOR LICENSE OF OCCUPATION

Date:

I/We of

Print Address

Hereby apply for a permit to occupy:

a)  The following described road allowance

b)  The property described as follows:

for purposes.

I control the following lands:

Portion Section Township Range Meridian

UWE have reached an agreement with the occupants of lands adjoining said road allowance/ property as to

the erection and maintenance of line fences adjoining said road allowance. UWE agree to be bound by

the terms and conditions to the attached License of Occupation form. UWE have included the prescribed
fee established per half mile or portion thereof, as per Policy C- FIN- 529— Fees and Charges for this

calendar year.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

CONSENT OF ADJOINING OWNER OR OCCUPANT

I/ We hereby consent to the granting of a permit to
to occupy the above described road

allowance/ property.

Signature

Print

This information is being collected under the authority of the Municipal Government Act, Part 3;

Division 2; and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and will be used to issue a
License of Occupation. If you have any questions about the collection of this information contact 403-
627- 3130.

C- AES- 001 Page 2 of 4



Appendix B

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9

LICENSE OF OCCUPATION

Date:

Between the Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9( the Lessor) and

the Lessee).

In consideration of the receipt of a license fee as established per half mile or portion thereof, as per Policy
C- FIN- 529— Fees and Charges and subject to the terms and conditions stated below, the Lessor hereby

grants a license of occupation to the Lessee on the following described road allowance( s):

for agricultural purposes( e.g. livestock grazing or crop

production) .

Terms and Conditions:

1. The Lessee hereby indemnifies and holds harmless the Lessor from any and all claims or causes of

action, including personal injury, death, or property damage brought by the Lessee or his/ her agent that

may arise or result from or in connection with the Lessee' s use of the leased land under this license.
Without restricting the generality of the foregoing, the Lessee indemnifies and holds harmless the Lessor

from any and all claims that may arise as a result of use of the leased land by the Lessee for grazing of
livestock.

2. The Lessee shall obtain general public liability insurance of not less than two million($ 2, 000, 000)

dollars for claims brought as a result of personal injury, death, or property damage, occasioned as a result

of the use of the road allowance by third parties, provided that such use was authorized by the Lessee and

occasioned by or in connection with actions or responsibilities, including the grazing of livestock, of the
Lessee.

3. The Lessee shall be responsible for managing and control of noxious and other weeds on the leased

lands caused by or in connection with the Lessee' s use of the leased lands.

4. The Lessee shall be responsible for prevention and repair of any erosion to soil or waterways caused

by or in connection with the Lessee' s use of the leased lands.

5. The Lessee may erect and maintain fences or other structures reasonably required in connection with
their use of the leased lands under this license, provided that such fences or structures shall not

unreasonably impede or prevent legal access by the public and are approved in advance.

6. The Lessee shall not prohibit or unreasonably restrict public access and passage over the road
allowance, but may from time to time impose conditions or restrictions on access and use where such

conditions are temporary in nature and reasonably necessary or appropriate to the Lessee' s operations and

responsibilities under this agreement. The Lessee may install a sign to indicate to the public conditions of
access.

C- AES- 001 Page 3 of 4



7. Your new License of Occupation will remain in effect, provided that applicable fees are paid, as well
as providing notice to the MD of Pincher Creek when circumstances change with respect to the License of

Occupation( i.e. change of ownership ofeither the lessee or the consenting adjacent landowner, no longer
require the use of the road allowance, etc.).

8. This license may be revoked or terminated for cause by the Lessor upon three day' s written notice to
the Lessee, and the Lessee shall immediately cease using and remove any livestock from the road
allowance, and this agreement shall be terminated. The Lessee shall have no claim in connection with

rightful termination by the Lessor under this section.

Lessee

Lessee

Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9

Shane Poulsen, Agricultural Fieldman

C- AES- 001 Page 4 of 4



M.D. OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9 

CORPORATE POLICY 
C-AES-002 

TITLE: LANDOWNERS ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR WEED CONTROL 
ON MUNICIPAL RIGHT-OF-WAYS ADJACENT TO THEIR PROPERTY 

Approved by Council: 
Revised by Council: 
Revised by Council: 

Policy Statement 

Date: March 11 , 2014 
Date: June 25, 2019 
Date: September 22, 2020 

The M.D. of Pincher Creek No. 9 has established a policy to direct landowners to assume 
responsibility for weed control on Municipal right-of-ways adjacent to their property. 

Background: 

The Municipal District of Pincher Creek is responsible for the effective management, on 
municipal lands, of designated Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weed species under the 
Alberta Weed Control Act, and other weeds elevated to such status by Municipal District 
bylaws, and as such, carry out an annual integrated weed management program (including 
but not limited to, appropriate herbicide treatments for these weeds) on municipal roadside 
right-of-ways (ROW). 

The Municipal District recognizes certain landowners are opposed to herbicide treatments on 
municipal ROW adjacent to their private property. In an effort to respond to these concerns, 
the Municipal District may provide opportunity for these landowners to enter into an annually 
reviewed, conditional agreement (as described below) whereby the landowner assumes 
responsibility to control weeds on behalf of the Municipal District in designated and 
appropriately signed municipal ROW adjacent to their private property. 

The Municipal District maintains the right to refuse to enter into conditional agreements with 
any adjacent landowner to manage weeds on municipal ROW, and may cancel an existing 
agreement under this policy at any time to ensure appropriate weed control actions (including 
herbicide treatment as required) are implemented on these areas, as required by provincial 
law under the Alberta Weed Control Act, or related municipal bylaw. 

C-AES-002 Page 1 of 4 
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Municipal District of Pincher Creek's Responsibilities under This Policy & Related 
Agreements: 

• Make available signage designating that the landowner adjacent to the municipal ROW 
is responsible for weed control in the municipal ROW. 

• Annually review and record the agreements under this policy as a method of recording all 
municipal ROW's that will have weeds being controlled by the adjacent landowner. 

• Periodically inspect the municipal ROW under this policy and related agreements for any 
designated Prohibited Noxious and/or Noxious weed species under the Alberta Weed 
Control Act or related municipal bylaws, to ensure these weeds are being controlled to 
the satisfaction of the municipality. 

• If weed control in the municipal ROW is unsatisfactory at the time of inspection, 
municipal staff will attempt to make contact with the adjacent landowner responsible for 
weed control in the municipal ROW. 

• If adequate weed control is not carried out within an agreed upon amount of time (between 
Ag Fieldman and landowner or occupant), municipal staff or designated contractors will 
carry out control of these weeds using any means deemed necessary by the Municipal 
District of Pincher Creek, including herbicide treatment. 

• If a municipal ROW under agreement as per this policy is inadvertently or intentionally 
treated with herbicide by municipal staff or designated contractors, the adjacent 
landowner be notified as soon as practically possible, but the Municipal District of 
Pincher Creek will not offer compensation for any impacts to a landowner organic 
certification resulting from herbicide application in the municipal ROW. 

• Annually review and, as required, renew or cancel agreements as necessary under the 
policy. 

Landowner Responsibilities under This Policy & Related Agreements: . 

• Provide the Municipal District of Pincher Creek with a written, legal description of their 
property adjacent to the municipal ROW for which they wish to assume weed control 
responsibilities under this policy. 

• Sign the agreement describing the areas for which they have agreed to carry out weed 
control. 

• Securely and prominently erect/maintain signage provided by the municipality, as 
described .above, to the fences bordering the municipal ROW and the adjacent land; . 
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• Signs provided to designate areas covered under this policy and related agreements are 
the property of the Municipal District of P1ncher Creek, and are not to be altered in any 
way. 

• Signs provided will be mounted by the landowner in a manner that displays them facing 
the adjacent municipal ROW, to ensure visibility from all access points to the municipal 
ROW. 

• Control designated Prohibited Noxious and/or Noxious weed species under the Alberta 
Weed Control Act, or related municipal bylaws, in the municipal ROW adjacent to their 
property to the satisfaction of the Municipal District of Pincher Creek. 

• Understand this policy & related agreements do not grant permission to use the municipal 
ROW as any portion of "setback" to comply with organic certification standards. 

• Understand the Municipal District of Pincher Creek will not offer compensation for any 
impacts to a landowner's organic certification resulting from herbicide application in the 
municipal ROW. 

• Understand this policy and related agreements are subject to review annually or as 
required, which may result in renewal or cancellation of agreements at the Municipal 
District of Pincher Creek's discretion. 

C-AES-002 

Brian Hammond 
Reeve 
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First Name 

Mailing Address 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF PINCHER CREEK #9 

and 
ADJACENT LANDOWNER NAMED BELOW 

Last Name 

Home phone/Cell phone Email address 

The above parties agree that the adjacent landowner named above and signed below will 
install & maintain signage as provided by the municipality, and will adequately control all 
Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds under the Alberta Weed Control Act, and related 
municipal bylaws, to the satisfaction of the Municipal District of Pincher Creek, in the 
municipal right-of-ways (ROW) immediately adjacent to the legal land description(s) 
described below: 

The above to be carried out as per specific responsibilities described under Municipal 
District of Pincher Creek Policy #603 - Landowners Assuming Responsibility for Weed 
Control in Municipal Right-Of-Ways Adjacent to Their Property. This agreement becomes 
null and void at the end of the calendar year of'"signing, renewal or date of notification of 
cancellation by either party, whichever comes first. 

Date agreement signed 

I have read and fully understand - signature of landowner 

Agricultural Fieldman 

Director of Operations 

Date of last review (initialled by Ag Fieldman or designate) 
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M.D. OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9

CORPORATE POLICY 
C-AES-003

TITLE: WEED FREE GRAVEL / AGGREGATE POLICY 

Approved by Council: Date: March 11, 2014 

Revised by Council:         Date: June 25, 2019 

Page 1 of 4 

Summary 

The Municipal District of Pincher Creek is responsible for the effective management, on 
municipal lands, of designated prohibited noxious and noxious weed species under the 
Alberta Weed Control Act; Weed Control Regulation, and other weeds elevated to such status 
by Municipal District bylaws, and as such, carry out an annual integrated weed management 
program (including, but not limited to, appropriate herbicide treatments for these weeds) on 
municipal roadside right-of-ways (ROW), gravel pits, municipal reserves and environmental 
reserves.  

With that in mind, the Agricultural and Environmental Services Department wants to be part 
of the decision of where the municipality distributes its gravel from, in order to control the 
spread of weeds from gravel pits.  
Annual inspection of all municipal and participating private gravel pits (aggregate sources) 
may ensure all gravel, pit run, and aggregate products used within the municipal boundaries 
come from a municipally inspected gravel pit to assist in preventing the spread of invasive 
plants; (Weed Control Act Part 1: 4(1) and 5(1)). 

Background 

The Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 has approximately 900 kms of gravel roads to 
maintain.  Most roads are re-gravelled every three years (MD Draft Policy Road Maintenance) 
which makes taking this step important in the areas of not only weed control, but in budgeting 
and yearly costs as well. 
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CORPORATE POLICY 
  C-AES-003 

 

TITLE:  WEED FREE GRAVEL / AGGREGATE POLICY 
  
Approved by Council: Date: March 11, 2014 

Revised by Council:           Date: June 25, 2019 
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Requirements  
There are four basic requirements to carrying out an effective policy. 
 

• Yearly Inspections – depending on the weed species, there could be as many as four 
or five different inspections/control per year. 

• Program of Integrated Weed Management, with chemical control being the most 
used component as noxious weed species often flourish in gravel pits, which are 
highly disturbed areas.  

• Communication between all departments of the municipality so that a known weed 
infestation is not spread from a gravel pit with a viable alternative. 

• Communication to anyone in the municipality that may be using gravel from a pit 
within our borders. 

 
Resources 
 
The Agricultural Fieldman will allocate the appropriate resources to implement this policy.  
Annually the Fieldman will, 
 

• Designate a crew to inspect each gravel pit. 
• Implement an Integrated Control Strategy for each pit, providing all the tools to each 

crew necessary to carrying out effective control. 
• Maintain a list of all Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds (as represented in the 

Weed Act and as locally elevated species) present in the pit. 
• Do a minimum of one annual inspection of all gravel pits in the municipality seeking 

‘Weed Free’ status. 
• Communicate all information to Public Works, Municipal Administration and 

whoever else makes an inquiry as to the status of their purchased gravel in the MD 
of Pincher Creek. 
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DISCLAIMER  
 
Due to the disturbed nature of the areas used for gravel/sand/borrow materials, there will be 
weed and weed seed present in any area certified in this process. Open soils are subject to 
exposure to weed seeds from uncontrolled machinery and circumstances.  While all attempts 
to control the entry of weed seeds is taken for the ‘Class A’ certification, there is still the 
possibility of contamination from other sources, including but not limited to:  

i) all machines associated with the movement of soils and aggregate materials, and 
all machines used in the gravel crushing process;  

ii) vehicles used in the sale and transport of saleable materials;  
iii) windblown seeds; 
iv) waterborne seeds; 
v) seeds borne by the natural passage of wildlife through the area. 

 
This program is put in place as a ‘best practices’ procedure, and is carried out with the 
intention to do everything possible to reduce the amount of seed spread by the movements of 
the materials in Appendix #2. 
 
REQUIREMENTS  
 
All Municipal District gravel pits and pit materials should be certified to Municipal District 
Policy 608 standards and inspected by Agricultural and Environmental Services Department 
officials.  Inspection shall include, but not be limited to, surrounding ditches, top soil piles, 
gravel/sand piles, fence rows, roads, easements and right-of-ways, working areas, storage 
areas and a buffer zone surrounding the area.  Certification shall be based on a reasonable and 
prudent visual inspection.  Any private gravel pits wishing to be certified to these municipal 
standards of ‘Weed Free Gravel’ may sign up through the Agricultural and Environmental 
Services Department to be listed as participants in this program.  
 
This certificate expires one year after date certified or if Prohibited Noxious weeds are 
detected by an inspector, at any time, in the crush pile, sand pile, borrow materials, pit run or 
direct access roads. 
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CERTIFICATION STANDARDS  
 
All certified pits will be inspected at a minimum of once per year by a qualified inspector to 
ensure that:  

i) there are no growing Prohibited Noxious (PN) or Noxious (N) weeds,  
ii) the spraying and picking of any PN or N weeds is done, with the intent of 

eradication, 
iii) the spraying or picking of any non-listed or annual weeds (as listed in Appendix 

#1), 
iv) that all Municipal District equipment entering a Certified ‘Weed Free’ gravel pit 

from a non-certified pit, be cleaned of all soil and aggregate materials. 
 
Things NOT done include: 

i) inspection of machinery entering and exiting to guarantee the absence of soil 
borne weed seeds; 

ii) inspection of materials for the presence or absence of wind or water borne weed 
seeds.  

 
 
 
APPENDIX #1 (weeds not listed in the Alberta Weed Act to be controlled if possible) – 
Bladder Campion (Silene vulgaris), Kochia (Kochia scoparia L.), Queens Anne’s Lace 
(Daucus carota), Wild Caraway (Carum carvi L.)   
 
 
APPENDIX #2 (List of materials to be certified) – all aggregate materials (ie; crushed 
gravel, sand, pit run) or borrow materials (subsoil & topsoil piles). 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Municipal District of Pincher Creek #9 – Certificate of Inspection   yy/mm/dd 
 
Inspections (consecutive years) 
First Year____Second Year____Third Year____Fourth Year____Five or more years (specify)______. 
 
Weed Free (consecutive years) 
One Year____Two Years____Three Years____Four Years____Five or more years (specify)_______. 
 
Present Year Data:  
Pit Operator_________________________________Phone #’s________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________Town______________Prov._____Postal Code_____-_____ 
 
Pit Owner___________________________________Phone #’s________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________Town______________Prov._____Postal Code_____-_____ 
 
Pit Name & Location____________________________1/4 Sec._____Sec._____T____R____Wof____ 
 
Material Description (App.#2)___________________________________________________________ 
 
Weeds present______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Certificate Class* 
 
A._____EXCEEDS requirements and certification standards and all gravel/borrow material has no non-native plants 
noted, and no seed set, in the last ____ years (4 minimum). 
 
B._____MEETS requirements and certification standards. This gravel/borrow material contains variable amounts of 
annual weeds BUT contains no Prohibited Noxious or Noxious weeds (as per Alberta Weed Act, and locally 
elevated weeds). 
Weeds Noted:_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
C._____ MINIMUM requirements and certification standards are met. This gravel/borrow material contains no 
Prohibited Noxious weeds BUT has variable amounts of Noxious weed species which were immature, (no viable 
seed) when treated to prevent seed formation. These plant parts, although not usually desirable in the gravel/borrow 
material, are considered unable to begin new infestations.  
Weeds Noted:_______________________________________________________________________.  
 
D._____ FAILED – Contained Prohibited Noxious weeds, had significant populations of Prohibited Noxious weeds 
go to seed in the last 3 years, had large concentrations of Noxious weeds present, or other, as explained. 
Explanation:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Date Certified:_____________________Inspector’s Signature_________________________________ 
 
Dates Inspected:_____________________________________________________________________ 
*Based on NAISMA (North American Invasive Species Management Agency) Weed Free Gravel Levels of Certification 
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Summary 

The Municipal District of Pincher Creek is responsible for the effective management, on 
municipal lands, of designated prohibited noxious and noxious weed species under the 
Alberta Weed Control Act; Weed Control Regulation, and other weeds elevated to such status 
by Municipal District bylaws, and as such, carry out an annual integrated weed management 
program (including, but not limited to, appropriate herbicide treatments for these weeds) on 
municipal roadside right-of-ways (ROW), gravel pits, municipal reserves and environmental 
reserves.  

With that in mind, the Agricultural and Environmental Services Department wants to be part 
of the decision of where the municipality distributes its gravel from, in order to control the 
spread of weeds from gravel pits.  
Annual inspection of all municipal and participating private gravel pits (aggregate sources) 
may ensure all gravel, pit run, and aggregate products used within the municipal boundaries 
come from a municipally inspected gravel pit to assist in preventing the spread of invasive 
plants; (Weed Control Act Part 1: 4(1) and 5(1)). 

Background 

The Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 has approximately 900 kms of gravel roads to 
maintain.  Most roads are re-gravelled every three years (MD Draft Policy Road Maintenance) 
which makes taking this step important in the areas of not only weed control, but in budgeting 
and yearly costs as well. 
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Requirements  
 
There are four basic requirements to carrying out an effective policy. 
 

• Yearly Inspections – depending on the weed species, there could be as many as four 
or five different inspections/control per year. 

• Program of Integrated Weed Management, with chemical control being the most 
used component as noxious weed species often flourish in gravel pits, which are 
highly disturbed areas.  

• Communication between all departments of the municipality so that a known weed 
infestation is not spread from a gravel pit with a viable alternative. 

• Communication to anyone in the municipality that may be using gravel from a pit 
within our borders. 

 
Resources 
 
The Agricultural Fieldman will allocate the appropriate resources to implement this policy.  
Annually the Fieldman will, 
 

• Designate a crew to inspect each gravel pit. 
• Implement an Integrated Control Strategy for each pit, providing all the tools to each 

crew necessary to carrying out effective control. 
• Maintain a list of all Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds (as represented in the 

Weed Act and as locally elevated species) present in the pit. 
• Do a minimum of one annual inspection of all gravel pits in the municipality seeking 

‘Weed Free’ status. 
• Communicate all information to Public Works, Municipal Administration and 

whoever else makes an inquiry as to the status of their purchased gravel in the MD 
of Pincher Creek. 
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Purpose: 
 
The Agricultural and Environmental Services Department is responsible for developing and 
delivering an effective weed control program in the Municipal District (MD) of Pincher 
Creek.   This will be accomplished by following the guidelines and recommendations of the 
Alberta Weed Control Act, the Alberta Agricultural Service Board Act, and the Alberta 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act. 
The Department is responsible for weed control on all municipally owned or controlled lands 
such as developed and undeveloped Right of Ways, owned or leased Gravel Pits, MD owned 
or leased land and MD Reserve Lands (Environmental, Conservation, Community Services, 
Municipal, School and Municipal and School), as designated by Municipal Council. 
The Department staff will conduct a weed inspection and enforcement program on private 
land, Crown land, transportation corridors, and industrial sites.  In all cases, the landowner is 
responsible for weed control, with any control measures taken by Department staff on these 
lands being done at the discretion of the Agricultural Fieldman and/or the Director of 
Operations, as well as according to Policy C-AES-601B, on a cost recovery basis, or charged 
at MD rates established by council. 
 
Objectives: 
 
The Weed Control Program's Objectives are to: 

• Protect the agricultural productivity of land. 
• Prevent the introduction and spread of Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds as 

outlined in the Alberta Weed Control Act. 
• Eradicate Prohibited Noxious weeds as outlined in the Alberta Weed Control Act. 

 
The Agricultural Fieldman (supervisor), Assistant Agricultural Fieldman, Weed Inspectors, 
and Roadside Spray Crews will work together to carry out the following: 
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Legislated Responsibilities: 
 

• Eradicate, or cause to be eradicated, any Prohibited Noxious weeds as outlined 
under the Alberta Weed Control Act or local Municipal Bylaw.  Council may 
designate some or all of these species as Eradicable Weeds from year to year at 
their discretion. 

• Control, or cause to be controlled, any Noxious weeds as outlined under the 
Alberta Weed Control Act or local Municipal Bylaw.   Council may designate 
certain Noxious and/or other weed species as priority concerns or Eradicable 
Weeds from year to year at their discretion. 

• Properly document and map all weed infestations and activities.  Pesticide 
applicator files must be kept for ALL applications. 

 
Other Responsibilities: 
 

• For the control of Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds on small acreage areas, 
premixed herbicides are available on a cost recovery basis at the discretion of the 
Agricultural Fieldman. 

• Promote education and awareness of proper chemical, mechanical, biological, 
cultural and integrated weed management techniques. 

• Demonstrate weed identification techniques.  
• Work in cooperation with neighboring jurisdictions to promote and encourage 

weed control outside our municipal boundaries (for example; Crowsnest Pass). 
• Work in cooperation with industry to develop an effective weed control strategy 

both within and beyond our municipal boundaries. 
• Work in cooperation with Alberta Agriculture & Forestry and Agriculture & Agri-

Food Canada research scientists to provide local plots for weed and herbicide 
demonstrations, as well as technology transfer.  

• Provide recommendations for grass seed mixes to reclaim bare ground or disturbed 
areas, insisting upon and promoting a good seed mix and a Certificate of Seed 
Analysis.  
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• Conduct regular inspections of the local Seed Cleaning Plant.  When requested by 
the Pincher Creek Seed Cleaning Plant Board, one member of the Agricultural 
Service Board may sit as an observer. 

 
 
Pesticide Container Collection: 
 
A temporary site for empty pesticide container is maintained at the Pincher Creek Airport.  
The site is regularly inspected and certified as safe by the Pesticide Management Branch of 
Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development from Lethbridge.  The storage 
trailer at the site is periodically emptied at the Crowsnest Pincher Creek Landfill disposal site 
for pesticide containers where they are shredded and sent for recycling. 
 
Legal Requirements: 
 
Involves acquiring permits for chemical application, handling, & storage of materials, in 
accordance with the applicable legislation. 
The Agricultural Fieldman is a member of the Professional Vegetation Manager's Association 
(PVMA), an industry driven group of both private and public organizations involved in 
industrial vegetation control.  Their publication Industry Standards and Good Practices is this 
department’s guide for fulfilling legal requirements associated with vegetation control.  A 
copy is available for viewing at the Agricultural Fieldman's office. 
 
Related Legislation: 
 
Federal Pest Control Products Act  
Alberta Agricultural Service Board Act 
Alberta Weed Control Act   
Alberta Environmental Protection & Enhancement Act 
  



M.D. OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9 
 

CORPORATE POLICY 
  C-AES-004 

 

TITLE:  WEED CONTROL POLICY 
  
Approved by Council: Date: March 25, 1997 

Revised by Council:           Date: June 25, 2019 
 

 
Page 6 of 6 

 

 
Related Policy: 
 
C-AES-002 – Landowners Assuming Responsibility for Weed Control on Municipal Right-
of-Ways (ROW) Adjacent to Their Property 
C-AES-004B – Eradicable Weed Policy  
C-AES-003 – Weed Free Gravel Policy 
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Page 1 of 2 

Purpose: 

To maintain an excellent working relationship with the ratepayers, landowners and 
leaseholders of the municipality.  

Objectives: 

To use municipal resources to establish a program that at the discretion of the Municipal 
Council, the Agricultural Service Board and the Agricultural Fieldman, can aid private 
landowners in the eradication and maintenance of Prohibited Noxious Weeds, as listed in the 
Alberta Weed Control Act, and of certain Noxious Weeds (appendix A) as determined 
possible by the above authorities.  Only infestations small enough to be considered eradicable, 
are eligible for this program.  Policy is to be reviewed on a minimum biannual basis with the 
intentions of;  

1) Bringing as many Invasive Species as possible to the level of potential eradication
2) Keeping the cost to ratepayers at the most reasonable level possible
3) Provide for a higher level of involvement among all stakeholders

Basis: 
Eradication can only be achieved with full cooperation from all stakeholders.  It isn’t possible 
for the municipality to inspect all land in the municipality, nor is that the most effective way 
of doing it. With a clear and effective policy of cooperation, as set out by the enforcing 
authorities the Province and the Municipal District of Pincher Creek, all involved can work 
cooperatively to protect our lands from these Invasive Species. 

Legal Requirements: 

As mentioned in Policy C-AES-004. 
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Related Legislation: 
 
Federal Pest Control Products Act  
Alberta Agricultural Service Board Act 
Alberta Weed Control Act   
Alberta Environmental Protection & Enhancement Act 
 
 
Related Policy: 
 
C-AES-002 – Landowners Assuming Responsibility for Weed Control on Municipal Right-
of-Ways (ROW) Adjacent to Their Property 
C-AES-004 – Weed Control Policy  
C-AES-003 – Weed Free Gravel Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C-AES-004B APPENDIX A:  Weeds to be considered under this policy 
 
1)  All Prohibited Noxious Weeds (as listed in the Alberta Weed Control Act) 

The following plants are designated as prohibited noxious weeds in Alberta: 

1. autumn olive — Elaeagnus umbellata Thunberg 
2. balsam, Himalayan — Impatiens glandulifera Royle 
3. barberry, common — Berberis vulgaris L. 
4. bartsia, red — Odontites vernus (Bellardi) Dumortier ssp. serotinus (Dumortier) 

Corbière 
5. buckthorn, common — Rhamnus cathartica L. 
6. cinquefoil, sulphur — Potentilla recta L. 
7. crupina, common — Crupina vulgaris Persoon ex Cassini 
8. dyer’s woad — Isatis tinctoria L. 
9. Eurasian water milfoil — Myriophyllum spicatum L. 
10. flowering rush — Butomus umbellatus L. 
11. garlic mustard — Alliaria petiolata (M. Bieberstein) Cavara & Grande 
12. goatgrass, jointed — Aegilops cylindrica Host 
13. hawkweed, meadow — Hieracium caespitosum Dumortier 
14. hawkweed, mouse-ear — Hieracium pilosella L. 
15. hawkweed, orange — Hieracium aurantiacum L. 
16. hoary alyssum — Berteroa incana (L.) DC. 
17. hogweed, giant — Heracleum mantegazzianum Sommier & Levier 
18. iris, pale yellow — Iris pseudacorus L. 
19. knapweed, bighead — Centaurea macrocephala Puschkarew ex Willdenow 
20. knapweed, black — Centaurea nigra L. 
21. knapweed, brown — Centaurea jacea L. 
22. knapweed, diffuse — Centaurea diffusa Lamarck 
23. knapweed, hybrid — Centaurea × psammogena Gáyer 
24. knapweed, meadow — Centaurea × moncktonii C. E. Britton 
25. knapweed, Russian — Acroptilon repens (L.) DC. 
26. knapweed, spotted — Centaurea stoebe L. ssp. micranthos (Gugler) Hayek 
27. knapweed, squarrose — Centaurea virgata Lam. ssp. squarrosa (Boissier) Gugler 
28. knapweed, Tyrol — Centaurea nigrescens Willdenow 
29. knotweed, giant — Fallopia sachalinensis (F. Schmidt) Ronse Decraene 
30. knotweed, hybrid Japanese — Fallopia ×  bohemica (Chrtek & Chrtková) J. P. 

Bailey 
31. knotweed, Japanese — Fallopia japonica (Houttuyn) Ronse Decraene 
32. loosestrife, purple — Lythrum salicaria L. 
33. medusahead — Taeniatherum caput-medusae (L.) Nevski 
34. nutsedge, yellow — Cyperus esculentus L. 
35. puncturevine — Tribulus terrestris L. 
36. ragwort, tansy — Senecio jacobaea L. 
37. rush skeletonweed — Chondrilla juncea L. 
38. saltcedar — Tamarix ramosissima Ledebour 
39. saltlover — Halogeton glomeratus (M. Bieberstein) C.A. Mey. 
40. St John’s-wort, common — Hypericum perforatum L. 
41. starthistle, yellow — Centaurea solstitialis L. 
42. tamarisk, Chinese — Tamarix chinensis de Loureiro 
43. tamarisk, smallflower — Tamarix parviflora DC. 
44. thistle, marsh — Cirsium palustre (L.) Scopoli 
45. thistle, nodding — Carduus nutans L. 
46. thistle, plumeless — Carduus acanthoides L. 

 
2)  Noxious Weeds determined to be eradicable in the MD of Pincher Creek, as of 2019 

• Scentless Chamomile – Tripleurospermum perforatum syn. T. inodorum 
• Field Scabious – Knautia arvensis 
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CORPORATE POLICY
C-AES-005

TITLE: WEED CONTROL ACT AND AGRICULTURAL PEST ACT APPEAL
COMMITTEE

Approved by Council Date: April 23,2019
Revised by Council Date: October 27,2020
Revised by Council Date: June 13, 2023

Applicable Provincial Legislation: Weed Control Act

Agricultural Pests Act

Purpose of Policy

To appoint an independent Weed Control Act and Agricultural Pest Act Appeal Committee
annually, pursuant to the Weed Control Act, and the Agricultural Pests Act.

Purpose:

To hear and determine appeals brought forward to the MD by recipients of notices issued under
the aforementioned acts.

Application of this Policy:

The committee will be comprised of three members, with membership encompassing Council

members not sitting on Agricultural Service Board, members at large or a combination of both.

Applications will be advertised through local media and/or MD website. Committee members

will be appointed annually at the Organizational Meeting of Council.

Remuneration will be paid to members according to the C-CO-01, Council Remuneration and

Expenses Policy.

Rick Lemire Roland Milligan
Reeve Chief Administrative Officer

Page 1 of 1
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M.D. OF PINCHER CREEK NO. 9

CORPORATE POLICY
C-AES-007

TITLE: SOIL CONSERVATION ACT APPEAL COMMITTEE

Approved by Council Date: June 13,2023

Applicable Provincial Legislation: Soil Conservation Act

Purpose of Policy

To appoint an independent Soil Conservation Act Appeal Committee annually, pursuant to the
Soil Conservation Act.

Purpose:

To hear and determine appeals brought forward to the MD by recipients of notices issued under
the aforementioned acts.

Application of this Policy:

The committee will be comprised of three members, with membership encompassing Council

members not sitting on Agricultural Service Board, members at large or a combination of both.

Applications will be advertised through local media and/or MD website. Committee members

will be appointed annually at the Organizational Meeting of Council.

Remuneration will be paid to members according to the C-CO-01, Council Remuneration and

Expenses Policy.

^<T
Rick Lemire Roland Milligan
Reeve Chief Administrative Officer

Page 1 of 1
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CORPORATE POLICY 
C-AES-605

TITLE: LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY 

Approved by Council Date: March 25, 1997 
Revised by Council Date: March 11, 2014 
Revised by Council Date: March 28, 2017 

Page 1 of 2 

Related Legislation Alberta Animal Health Act and Regulations 

Purpose: 

The Agricultural and Environmental Services Department is committed to providing service to the 
local livestock industry through the provision of specialized equipment rentals and signage, by 
working with officials from Alberta Agriculture and Forestry (AAF) and local veterinarians to 
facilitate the prevention and control of livestock disease, and by facilitating access to the latest 
innovations, technologies, and experts in the livestock industry.   

Enforcement: 

Under the direction of AAF, the Department assists in facilitating prevention and control of certain 
livestock diseases and selected pests if the need for such measures arise.    

Livestock Equipment: 

The Municipal District makes specialized portable handling equipment available to livestock 
producers on a cost recovery rental basis. Rentals are arranged at the discretion of department 
staff and are subject to: 

• The Renter owns land within the Municipal District of Pincher Creek
• The Renter has acknowledged and agreed to operate the equipment within the guidelines

described by the manufacturer
• The Renter has signed and dates a waiver/rental agreement
• The Renter is in good standing with the Municipal District of Pincher Creek regarding

Policy 5.3.2.2 – FINANCIAL – Revenue – Fees and Charges – Accounts Receivable

Current equipment is as follows: 

• Livestock Weighing Scale (Electronic)
• Livestock Loading Chute
• Livestock Corral Panels
• Livestock Squeeze
• Livestock Hoof-Trimming Table
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• Solar Power Water Trough 
• Solar Power Electric Fence Unit 

 
Awareness & Education: 
 
Accomplished through extension initiatives aimed at increasing the awareness of and promoting 
best management practices. This objective may manifest as printed/electronic publications, 
workshops, annual open house and availability of department staff for direct contact with 
residents. 
 
Cattle Drive Signs: 
 
Cattle Drive signs are provided free of charge to producers moving livestock on or across 
Municipal District or Provincial roads.  Aims to improve safety for livestock, ranchers, and 
motorists during this common chore. 
 
 



Agricultural and Environmental Services

Products

Herbicide Premix 2,4D/Banvel $10.00 10L Jug *
*Chemicals will be sold to MD residents only

Rentals

Live Skunk Traps

Returned Within a Month No Charge
Returned After One Month $60.00 each

Livestock Equipment *Weekend Considered as One Day

Electronic Scale $40.00 day plus $60.00 Damage Deposit **

Loading Chute $40.00 day plus $60.00 Damage Deposit **
Panels $40.00 day plus $60.00 Damage Deposit **

Squeeze $40.00 day plus $60.00 Damage Deposit **
Solar Watering System $150.00 per two-weeks plus $150.00 Damage Deposit**

Electric Fencing Unit $150.00 per two-weeks plus $150.00 Damage Deposit**

Services

Weed Spraying Equipment and Operator

Mule (side by side UTV) $200.00 pr/hr
Quad (ATV) $200.00 *when spraying

$100.00 *when picking
Roadside Sprayer $200.00 pr/hr
Small Boom Truck $200.00 pr/hr
Truck and Spot Sprayer $200.00 pr/hr

C-FIN-529 Page 4 of 7
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For this report, I’m going to go with the major projects being covered in these three months, 
with May being very similar to any other May with training, safety and orientation of new crew 
as well as getting them working. 

March 2026 
• March 2 – 31, interviews and resumes for all AES positions being hired
• March 2 – April 30, soil erosion inspections, trips, enforcement and actions
• March 2 – April 30, resumes and interviews for summer staff
• March 2 – April 30, strategic plan when able
• March 2 – April 30, working with AAF to get mapping and records for Weed Control Act

compliance, early scouting for areas outside of cell reception
• March 2 – April 30, OHS inspections and responses to inspection results (with Michelle

our Safety Consultant)
• March 2 – April 30, deadstock bin signage and compliance by users, CFIA permits,

information distribution about changes
• March 2 – April 30, hiring & onboarding of new Assistant Ag Fieldman (AAF), Ayla

Peacock

• March 2, 3, move deadstock bins
• March 4, ASB meeting
• March 5, review resumes for summer staff
• March 9 – 11, interviews for summer staff
• March 11, JHSC meeting
• March 20, orientation for new Assistant AES Manager Ayla Peacock
• March 23, Ayla official start date

April 2026 
• April 7 – 30, prep of machinery, shop & equipment with two six month crew members
• April 7 – 30, inspections and setting up compliance & reporting with dams, calls with

users, updating emergency (and user) list for Foothills and Indianfarm watersheds
• April 7 – 30, Strychnine information, training, and compliance issues with the Province

and Feds so that we can get a new emergency registration

• April 1, PW Safety Meeting
• April 3, Good Friday STAT
• April 6, Easter Monday STAT
• April 7, six month positions start, orientation
• April 8, Ayla off to Norway
• April 21, Ayla back from Norway
• April 22, Volunteer Appreciation day
• April 23, ALUS meeting
• April 24, Trade Show set up
• April 27, trade show take down

Ea



• April 28, Day of Mourning 
• April 29, Blueweed non-compliance calls & letters, Spotted Knapweed non-compliance 

calls & letters 
• April 30, ASB Agenda 

 
May 2026 

• May 4 – 29, training and orientation of crews 
• May 4 – 29, mowing of Hamlets, Admin lawn and Airport 
• May 4 – 29, spraying of weeds on municipal land 
• May 4 – 29, calling, writing and notices for weeds (Knapweed and Blueweed to start) on 

Public and Private land 
• May 4 – 29, mapping and record keeping of all significant infestations of all weeds in the 

municipality for future enforcement 
• May 4 – 29, organizing with landowners and water users on Foothills and Indianfarm 

creeks, setting up meetings and monitoring 
• May 4 – 29, more Strychnine meetings and training, potentially for us and for farmers  

 
• May 1, Day off 
• May 4, first day and orientation of summer crew 
• May 5, Hearing test 
• May 6, ASB meeting 
• May 11, ATV/UTV training 
• May 12, herbicide training (Corteva sponsored) 
• May 14, First Aid 
• May 18, STAT 
• May 20, Authorized Assistant training 
• May 25, Bear Smart training 
• May 29, Conflict Resolution training 
• June 1, go to 10 hour days 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Ag Fieldman, Shane Poulsen 
 



April 2nd, 2026

HOUSE OF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES

CANADA

^okn Q^arhw
Member of Parliament

Foothills

Dear Members of the Agriculture Service Boards,

I am writing to express my sincere gratitude for your commitment and tireless advocacy in

support of Western Canadian farmers and ranchers. Your dedicated efforts were

instrumental in securing the Liberal government's approval for the emergency use of

strychnine as an essential tool for prairie agricultural operations.

The Agriculture Service Boards across Alberta and Saskatchewan demonstrated

exceptional leadership by providing important evidence and comprehensive data that

clearly established strychnine as an essential tool for our farming communities.

Your advocacy provided the evidence needed to support Western Canadian agriculture.

I look forward to continuing our collaboration as we work together to support the vital

interests of our farming and ranching communities.

Sincerely,

Mk- J^>

MP John Barlow

Shadow Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food

©ttawa
Room 310, Justice Building,

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OA6

Tel.: 613-995-8471 Fax.: 613-996-9770

ff'onstituency Qifflce
109 - 4th Avenue South West

High River, Alberta

T1V 1M5
John.Barlow@parl.gc.ca

http ://johnbarlowmp. ca/

G2a



Outlook

Fw: March eNews | The Do More Agriculture Foundation

From Roland Milligan <AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Date Fri 2026-03-06 10:34
To Jessica McClelland <AdminExecAsst@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Cc Shane Poulsen <ASBFieldman@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>

Next ASB for Info

Roland Milligan
Chief Administrative Officer
M.D. of Pincher Creek No. 9
Box 279
1037 Herron Avenue
Pincher Creek, AB  T0K1W0
Phone:  403-627-3130
Email:  AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca

Emails and associated attachments are confidential and intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they have been
addressed.  In the event you have received this email by mistake, please notify the sender and delete if from your email
system.  Disclosing, copying, or distributing this information is strictly prohibited.  We do not accept any liability from
software viruses that may have been transmitted via email, or associated attachments.  

From: The Do More Agriculture Foundation <hello@domore.ag>
Sent: March 6, 2026 09:02
To: Roland Milligan <AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Subject: March eNews | The Do More Agriculture Foundation
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Upcoming Events – Connect, Learn, and Be Inspired!
 
March 13 - Peer Support in Agriculture Webinar
Join us for an interactive session focused on building connection, resilience, and
wellbeing in farming communities. Learn practical strategies for peer support, hear
real experiences from agricultural professionals, and connect with others who
understand the unique challenges of farm life. See full details and register here. 

Deep Rooted – Virtual Documentary Screening & Resource Session
Experience Deep Rooted, a 33-minute documentary highlighting stories of
resilience, innovation, and community in agriculture. Following the screening, we’ll
offer a resource session to explore the themes further and discuss tools and
supports to have for your own communities. Taking place: 
 
March 24 
Based on the West coast? Join us at 11am PST
Based in the Prairies? Join us at 12pm CST or 1pm CDT (Manitoba)
Based in Eastern Canada? Join us 2:00pm EST / 3:00pm AST
 
March 26 (early screening)
Based on the West coast? Join us at 9am PST
Based in the Prairies? Join us at 10am CST or 11am CDT (Manitoba)
Based in Eastern Canada? Join us 12:00pm EST / 1:00pm AST
 
March 26 (later screening) 
Based on the West coast? Join us at 4:30pm PST
Based in the Prairies? Join us at 5:30pm CST or 6:30pm CDT (Manitoba)
Based in Eastern Canada? Join us 7:30pm EST / 8:30pm AST
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New Podcast Episode Out Now
Hay Are We Okay? — Episode Six | Why Is That Tree Blue? 
 
In this episode, host Merle Massie chats with Kendall Whyte, founder of the Blue
Tree Project. What started as a playful prank on a sheep farm has grown into a
powerful symbol for mental health in rural and remote communities worldwide.
Learn how the simple act of painting a tree blue sparks honest conversations, raises
awareness, and turns grief into hope.

Many thanks to our sponsor: AGCO Agriculture Foundation
 
Bonus content: we're showcasing stories from farms across Canada on the theme
of, what do you do on your farm, just for fun? Have you created something on the
farm for this purpose? Do you host community events or gatherings? Send us a
voice recording telling us your story to feedback@domore.ag
 

Stream Episode 6 on your favourite podcast platform

Join Our Board – Make a Difference in
Agriculture!
 
We’re looking for board members and facilitators to support farmers and ag
communities across Canada.
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Board Members: Help guide our mission and strengthen agricultural
communities. Applications are now open! See full details and apply here. 
Facilitators: Lead our Talk Ask Listen workshops to build mental health
literacy. We’re especially seeking facilitators in BC, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec,
and the Atlantic provinces. See full details here (scroll down).

Share a Recipe, Support Mental Health in
Agriculture
CORR Grain is proud to present the CORR Community Cookbook, with all net
proceeds donated to The Do More Agriculture Foundation. The Cookbook
celebrates farm kitchens, favourite recipes, and stories. From cherished family
dishes to meals shared after long days in the field, this project highlights the culture
and connection that fuel our agricultural community.

Get involved: contribute a recipe, share your story, and help strengthen support for
mental health in rural Canada. 100% of net proceeds support Do More Ag’s
initiatives. Submit by March 18th! Learn more and contribute your recipe.
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The 3rd National Survey Farmer & Rancher Mental
Health Open Now
Are you a farmer or rancher in Canada? Please complete this survey! 
 
The University of Guelph, in collaboration with the Canadian Centre for Agricultural
Wellbeing (CCAW), has launched the 3rd National Survey of Farmer and Rancher
Mental Health in Canada.

They’re looking for farmers and ranchers from all regions and commodities to share
their experiences with stress, anxiety, depression, burnout, resilience, and coping.
Your responses will help track trends since 2016 and 2021 and guide future
research, programs, and policy. Participate now and help shape the future of
mental health in Canadian agriculture!

Complete the survey
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Grief After Suicide Support Group – Free for
Farmers

Starting March 11, the National Farmer Mental Health Alliance, supported by The
Do More Agriculture Foundation and Three Oaks Cabin, is hosting a virtual support
group for those in agriculture who have lost a loved one to suicide. This includes
weekly, 1-hour sessions | Small group (max 8) | Led by a trained therapist.
Free to join – limited spaces. Sign up here. 

Meet Do More Ag at Upcoming Events!
 
Our Executive Director, Merle Massie, will be speaking at Canada’s Farm Show
Regina (March 17–19) on March 19 at 2:15pm local time, where we’ll be sharing
mental health resources and engaging with farmers as they prepare for the season
ahead. Find our resources at the The Canadian Centre for Rural and Agricultural
Health (CCRAH) booth and read the press release. 
 
Also, our Partnership Manager Kaitlyn Kitzan will be attending the Grain Farmers
of Ontario March Classic on March 24 in Niagara Falls — a great opportunity to
connect, learn, and share ideas with grain industry leaders. 
 

Other Dates to Note This Month
March 8 – International Women’s Day
A time to recognize the leadership, resilience, and contributions of women across
agriculture and rural communities.

March 15–21 – Canadian Agricultural Safety Week
Led by Canadian Agricultural Safety Association, this national campaign promotes
safe farming practices and conversations about wellbeing on the farm. Learn more.
 
March 20 – Spring Equinox
The official start of spring — and the beginning of a busy season for many farmers
across Canada.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FPl5nR3bW50kH_H6lZ3pDW74TL6G2C0rbmW5SKy8y2W8485W6F5JVy75zZ5bW8L8fxn3TjXn1W751nnK1GktG_N2MYjVBMhfFZW26ZBxp6MyDfBW2NdPZ698_h8wW7tKVVY4Rg5zSW3J76lV5sr23XW6sJWxL9cD8xLW4Wr4Z23NvjS9W7XdxTh4hRJYnN8cysBGvcB4sW8trkYg5y8jsxW1_SM354kjLBjW6bYz8Z74LxVrW3Xw1HV6pZzzwW895_Cv2736mWW7Mk4q98YWwPDN47KWV2lnNNZW4_KBS95dqQ3zW1bdKmG7mz-QVN33J-1Gq3hB5W3nMB3l2G-lkfW7_xpVy8dTTrlW6fwz8B1GhnJhW3MvnKx7SS_kLVwYCDt4Hl4fxW3pkssj61STxPN5x_WmTvsN8XW3BTMJG91yTc7f2Spx2x04&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817634671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ybLIR8cnO9gzalrfYhWjcxDDbVRX9fx0r0RD29Z%2FgR8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FPY5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3pGW3gkSy01fyXncW3K0qDC7klJVWVVpcxd2fLk7WN6tNf9NPmLpYW4JhKTm1yJNLfW13cvBC5SqLTqW35hrcc5vXZsfW3H367M39qScMMwYfjcdXc1TW3K9vPH2v5NwnW2_VQHh6F886JW7kvTST1Ls_0VW84C1fL2Dcp7cW18yRK24hcH94W76_L9v2zfkHyW8kBpsj3tBn5bW1ly_RC6lK2w9N8cvX3Lr7n_yTHmzX2yVn4BW5tvZk28Hdk7vW8jNdTY5vD9ldW6wM3Hy5lFxmyW6kw3Jb2GGHsPN1wYgZPKMtsVVl98CB5xJ9w2W63h70N2RcJ5HW8dgxQm2pZKTyW3mMvHp3pXzgcW8WZ2vG5jvNQnW7yFdp33TbDTlW7pkfHP94VY0HW3QW67p5Tz0qMW1P_9GQ51KmjTW1hZzHJ4lQ3LDW3_rym25_CQ_yW5qF6-B67yndZf3YJNbM04&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817652107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XVdOlfKoE%2FjICROQBuZu9P%2B8KeiA4PMhjqxZRqz%2FpHc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FR63qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3q3V4wM4g4gYRr-N69yp_V42CD8W7bG8385DxQ5vW8XGQfq6lGfnKW83xHgz8mKG_wW8KXf28508J8MW3yM-h6395FLQN8Y3Hf24VlGtW2XfyYD24TCP3N5dRwmbLdFryW1gC8kL57l5PMW7_JrBv8t64kKVD_6g23JKZ0mW1k2tcj8dx0WrW28X1RZ1PSzjHW8H5YyN8QHMy4W6rnszP6bLqNvW1wnh277cxQ11F2NvJQGhSkRW9jCVFk3hQ_X9W8mnsfs2DCk5bW62t7lD4YP6xhW3k0vYw6WLVB5W7dmnGC2bLdX1W5vSLpQ8nw29pN4L3sjwvYmcbW49Q0hb6fX_sWW12pcPp5mwb8Mf4NHcyK04&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817673700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nrMjVztYExpoAEcP0X7999D0rKgs7iBGHdpRONTS9B4%3D&reserved=0


See full details and register here

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FQd3qgz0W6N1vHY6lZ3kRW1LFvKq5J_SdgVXVNvl411LhfW8GZRWc9kzVzjW46RYGN4Zcwl4W7qsDBT1xxKz_W4F-9QB2370vpW761Fwh24qPByW4SZ50G1VM8q1W7QxhZx13MgH-W1t_4kd7k3qwsW8DQq9Q1Syk_CW4_dZmv2wl3jCW4mKB4g29rTcBN2Qd_2DX1_zCN6Km5t28qNlXW85hLwl4c_F_0N8thwYVh7rDJW75tz1F46j7ptW5jxM8S7R377HW1F3rdc4bxFJhW6DGxBD3kSFHsW81_b_63mBvDcf6dWY4C04&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817691654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rvuOQhRnfL7BsDHTn1XdTiT6CDoUO8uS04U4O6kxzgg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FPY5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3m5W7fFGH57mdcMjVfcnZD6jMpW3W4xbFp07QHZr7W5QpBlQ1p4YNWW2p-6B240njG1W22nWPx4glCWHW1ft37w6FPCyPW89VvB75g2DKHW6-Jpz61Y-ynHW1T4jtb7rYtJqW6vnjxB5hKyRQW7XLj4d3JL1YHW6Sjw0m5xJjY8W3C9dl_28njCvW77YPPq67jVNwW4hJMLL7T91tJW3wQ_SQ87Z8hTW4LT-M83BdRCgW8y6FXG5GSMRDW8Fdt976WBQTNW5nXN1x5WHWz8W4jYh9p3_2GhxW4ZJ22H2VbRJBW2Bt2Bd3ctHz5W5VVt--50rQrkW2VYD2t8yBMrSW73t1Gf3LQQdpV_7t_s5fv8_kW3yD5fk7P9vK-W2cW5Gh1rmrgPW7V76fQ1PKpcNW3DsMcd6CrzN8V-MQGW81d58nV215Vm7smc9nW6hFdYH4yHR2PW21qGHN9gvzWGdL-5Nq04&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817708943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=74bQp42Y4R%2BDcU%2FoHUY3mAGtsMDoiqwT87gNIIKveHA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FPY5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3l-W4l4tn31N6srfN4jSLmbpB1FgW7hjq0T66m9-6V-D1-w5zSqzGW4s0D8s4NkrqDVMMR1S6Bj-bFW1kHTBL5RxRgKW6_8JGT4VQ72_W5zXW7X98kZlLW3kQzBS28lztmW8-HCWP34nN7xN8SnWNFgl-_FW5SMXXk2SKwLzW3x8sK335qVhgW6v2G-X5hq_wBN6Z0Qfs4XjdwW3NvCc41knzHWN78P1WRgDxwCW4vJ6yh5mLf-LN4vB1hFgxfL0N47pjZ920YY1W5NXl4t6w8t8qN5HtLvHB8kmLW2pXr2f4s9v1fW2K1_Hg1hlVTvW8tZZ1k61gzf8W2Ltc682y9pVjW1Jq3sr65pz25W3bSRsz7RJkJcVvRQwc6yRf4yW8dMb6N8MgwkvN80Fftr-fFzVW5dDHdz5GfVxqW99FLZY1gLC2MW4k8VyR6B2JPyW8nl5ZR34Rhrtf1kQPDP04&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817726833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dBjLluSZYGzg7fbCGrd5wKzZ%2BsxFBSHowsbhy6icBZM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhello.domore.ag%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FL2%2B113%2Fd5qXB604%2FVWWy0t23RkY8W5GfBSm4MMPbQW4YmM-15LjMXKN5j5FQd3qgz0W6N1vHY6lZ3mDW4C_gd05Q8b9tW740ypT5fbbTpW1mWlFn2btHQnN1YM-Xrmb3qkW6Dsgqx45WQV1W8ZZbnD9gDchFW1F5ZJP8SMC9HW6bJmt4926QGMW3lzGzf64hcvZN2plKxsSWdGbW1zS3863-wJn9N3fhnfwMqlm8W7JQqLT2DSdVMW6ZP-GY6qdmlrVPwPBN5_0_ZVW32msYr447zqjN3S3dW9rY1HFW52hyRZ6KrNV5Vj-kDm3rzXJ7W6r2JjW6H7y4kW4m0fkZ8CwLG-VQ0jc-78VB4Lf6hSMD204&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C658677612155454408c608de7ba6a42c%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639084152817744686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=azkBNe1EAbhLEbbuTQLHbpGD1V%2FA7BpjbKznzjZ6aGY%3D&reserved=0


See more details and register here

AgCulture 2026 Continues - Join our Monthly
Workshops 
 
We’re excited to invite health professionals to the next AgCulture workshop in our
monthly 2026 series, taking place March 25. This mental health literacy session
explores the unique challenges faced by Canadian farmers and rural communities.
 
Participants will learn about stressors in agriculture, strengthen therapeutic
relationships, and gain practical, culturally competent skills to support farmers’
wellbeing.
 
Facilitator: Bonnie Taylor, Psychotherapist & Registered Social Worker with lived
experience in rural and agricultural communities.
 
March 25, 12–4pm EST
Online (Zoom)
AgCulture workshops take place monthly throughout 2026
See all dates here
Sponsored by Farm Credit Canada (FCC) 

Know health professionals who work with rural or farming communities? Share this
workshop invitation with your colleagues, professional networks, and continuing
education circles—help us reach those who can make a difference in agricultural
wellbeing.
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See full details and register here

In the News 

We were pleased to see Do More Ag’s work highlighted over this past month! 
Our Executive Director, Merle Massie, spoke with CBC News discussed the
mental health realities faced by Canadian farmers — including long hours,
financial pressures, and succession challenges — and the importance of
agriculture-specific, accessible supports in rural communities.

Merle was also featured on the Farm to Food podcast, exploring how
farmers navigate stressors such as isolation, climate uncertainty, and family
responsibilities, and the ways tailored support can help foster resilience and
wellbeing in agricultural communities.

A recent Wellington Advertiser opinion piece explored how climate-related
extreme weather events are impacting farmers’ wellbeing and highlighted the
resources available through The Do More Agriculture Foundation to support
rural communities.

As farmers prepare for the busy season ahead, our co-founder Lesley Kelly
shares practical tips for protecting mental well-being during one of the most
demanding times of year. In a recent article for the Prince Albert Daily Herald,
Lesley encourages farmers to prioritize sleep, stay active, connect with others,
and set realistic goals as they head into spring. The piece also reminds
readers that caring for mental health is just as important as caring for the
land. 
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With your support, The Do More Agriculture Foundation is driving meaningful
change in agricultural communities by promoting awareness, acceptance, and
tangible action for mental health. By building connections and creating spaces of
support, we’re making a real difference in the lives of those who need it most.
 
Together, we are energizing Canadian agriculture to cultivate a culture of
wellbeing.

Donate Now

Help us grow the conversation
 
Know someone who cares about mental health in agriculture? Forward this
newsletter to a friend, colleague, or community group. They can subscribe anytime
at domore.ag and stay connected to champion mental health in agriculture.
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Are you following us? We're active on social media with stories, updates, and
tools to support mental well-being across agriculture and rural communities. Just
click the icons below to join us.

Disclaimer:
The Do More Agriculture Foundation is not intended to be a substitute for professional medical advice,
diagnosis, or treatment. To explore more resources and get help, our Crisis Resources page is here to

guide you.

The Do More Agriculture Foundation, PO Box 31044 Broadway & Taylor, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan S7H2B0, Canada

Unsubscribe Manage preferences
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Outlook

Fw: March 2026 - The Voice of Agritourism

From Roland Milligan <AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Date Mon 2026-03-09 09:05
To Jessica McClelland <AdminExecAsst@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Cc Shane Poulsen <ASBFieldman@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>

Info for next ASB.

Roland Milligan
Chief Administrative Officer
M.D. of Pincher Creek No. 9
Box 279
1037 Herron Avenue
Pincher Creek, AB  T0K1W0
Phone:  403-627-3130
Email:  AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca

Emails and associated attachments are confidential and intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they have been
addressed.  In the event you have received this email by mistake, please notify the sender and delete if from your email
system.  Disclosing, copying, or distributing this information is strictly prohibited.  We do not accept any liability from
software viruses that may have been transmitted via email, or associated attachments.  

From: AB Farm Fresh Producers Association <admin@albertafarmfresh.ccsend.com>
Sent: March 9, 2026 07:08
To: Roland Milligan <AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
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Building Momentum

There is a lot happening across Alberta’s agritourism community. As we prepare for
our upcoming Annual Conference and Trade Show, AFFPA is also continuing its
Let’s Talk Agritourism Town Halls, creating space for producers, partners, and

communities to share ideas and shape the future of the industry together.

In this edition of The Voice of Agritourism, you’ll find updates on the conference, the
Awards of Excellence, our Annual General Meeting, and opportunities to connect

with the growing network of farms and organizations helping agritourism flourish in
Alberta.

🎧 Prefer to listen instead of read?
Catch the audio version of this newsletter on our YouTube channel.

▶ Listen on YouTube
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The 2026 Organic Alberta Conference & Trade Show, in partnership with the
Alberta Farm Fresh Producers Association, is just around the corner.

Join producers, researchers, and industry leaders on March 13–14 in Beaumont for
two days of inspiring conversations, practical learning, and meaningful connections

across Alberta’s agriculture and agritourism sectors.

From expert panels and hands-on workshops to the trade show and more, this
event brings together the people shaping the future of local food and farming.

Register Here!  View Program Here!

A special thank you to the Beaumont & District Agricultural Society

A heartfelt thank you to the Beaumont & District Agricultural Society for their
incredible support of this year’s conference. Behind every successful community event
are the people who quietly step in, roll up their sleeves, and make it all happen and the
volunteers from the Beaumont & District Agricultural Society are doing exactly that. As
a volunteer-driven nonprofit dedicated to strengthening community life through
agriculture, education, and nature-based experiences, their work helps connect people
to the land and to each other. We are deeply grateful for their generosity, their time, and
their community spirit.
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We invite you to learn more about their inspiring work by visiting their website and
following them on Facebook using the links below.

 

Celebrating Excellence

The finalists for the 2026 AFFPA Awards
of Excellence have been selected, and

the winners are now locked in.

All nominees will be notified directly, but
the big reveal will happen live during the
Awards of Excellence Ceremony on

March 13 at 5:45 p.m. in the Main Hall
at the Beaumont Community Centre.

Join us as we celebrate the farms,
innovators, and leaders who are helping
shape the future of agritourism in Alberta.
If you’d like to attend this special evening

event, please contact us for more
information.

 

Annual General Meeting

The Alberta Farm Fresh Producers
Association Annual General Meeting will
take place on Friday, March 13 at 4:30

p.m. at the Beaumont Community
Centre. This is an opportunity for

members to come together, reflect on the
past year, and help shape the next
chapter of agritourism in Alberta. All
members are warmly encouraged to

attend and take part in the conversation.
If you are not yet a member but are

curious about the work AFFPA is doing
and would like to be part of the growing

agritourism movement, we would be
delighted to welcome you. Attendance is
free, but please register in advance using

the form linked below.

AGM Registration
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Let's Talk Agritourism... ﻿
﻿the gamechanger at Prairie

Gardens

On February 27, 2026, producers, tourism
leaders, and community partners
gathered at Prairie Gardens in Bon
Accord for the 2nd Annual Gamechanger
Agritourism Town Hall. The event was
hosted by Tam Andersen of Prairie
Gardens and organized in collaboration
with Strong Coffee Marketing, Go East
of Edmonton, ClearThink Group™, and
the Alberta Farm Fresh Producers
Association (AFFPA).

From the moment guests arrived, the
atmosphere reflected what agritourism
does best: bringing people together
around food, ideas, and shared purpose.

The day began with coffee, scones, and
informal networking as participants
checked in and browsed vendor displays
from Pottery by Heather, Reveresque
Wines, and Aurora Alpacas. Farmers,
tourism operators, municipal
representatives, and destination
marketing organizations quickly filled the
space with conversation and curiosity.

The morning program opened with
welcoming remarks before transitioning
into a networking roundtable where
attendees introduced themselves, their
businesses, and what brought them to the
event. The mix of perspectives created a
lively exchange of ideas and highlighted
just how diverse Alberta’s agritourism
ecosystem is becoming.﻿

﻿Participants then heard regional updates
from industry partners before diving into...

Full Article Here

Become a Member

If you believe in the future of Agritourism in Alberta, this is the moment to be part of it.
The Alberta Farm Fresh Producers Association is building a stronger network for farms,

rural businesses, and communities who believe in local food, authentic farm
experiences, and a thriving agricultural economy.

By becoming a Farm Member or Commercial Member, you’re not just joining an
association, you’re helping grow a movement that supports producers across the

province. Click the link below to learn more and become part of what we’re building
together.

Join AFFPA
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Our Partners Supporting Alberta’s Local Food System

🎧 Prefer to listen instead of read?
Catch the audio version of this newsletter on our YouTube channel.

#ablocalfood #iloveagritourism

﻿www.albertafarmfresh.com

The Alberta Farm Fresh Producers Association | PO Box 10120 RPO Bonnyville East | Bonnyville, AB
T9N 0A6 CA
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Agricultural Moisture Situation Update 
April 24, 2026 

Precipitation 
Over the past 30 days, most agricultural areas across 
the province have received less than 20 mm of 

precipitation (Map 1). A corridor of higher precipitation, 
ranging from 25 to 50 mm, occurred across the Central 

Region, extending from Rocky View and Foothills 
Counties northeast through Wheatland to Special 
Areas No. 3 and No. 4 and Acadia.  

Elevated precipitation was also observed in parts of 
the North West and North East Regions. Higher 
precipitation, generally between 30 and 60 mm (Map 
1), fell across the municipalities of Greenview 
northeast through Big Lakes and Lesser Slave River, 
then southeast through Athabasca and Lamont to 
Vermilion River and Bonnyville. Precipitation totals in 
these areas were above average for this 30‑day period 
(Map 2). 

In contrast, portions of South and Peace Regions, 
including Cardston, Warner, Forty Mile, Cypress, 
Grande Prairie, Smoky River, Birch Hills, Spirit River, 
Saddle Hills, Fairview, and Peace generally received 
less than 15 mm of precipitation (Map 1). These 
amounts were below average for this 30‑day period 
(Map 2). 

Cold‑season precipitation has been moderately high to 
very high across much of the Peace, North East, and 
North West Regions compared with long‑term normal 
(Map 3). Areas north of a line extending through the 
municipalities of Greenview, Woodlands, Barrhead, 
Sturgeon, Lamont, and Vermilion River have received 
approximately 130% to 250% of normal precipitation 
(Map 4), with cold‑season totals exceeding 150 mm 

(Map 5). 

Most of the Central Region, along with parts of Forty 
Mile and Cypress Counties, have experienced 
near‑normal cold‑season precipitation (Map 3). These 
areas have accumulated 70 to 100 mm, representing 

roughly 90% to 130% of normal (Maps 4 and 5). 

Conversely, the lowest cold‑season precipitation 
relative to normal has occurred across the 
municipalities of Clearwater, Ponoka, Leduc, Camrose, 
Flagstaff, Foothills, Willow Creek, Vulcan, Taber, 
Cardston, Lethbridge, Warner, Newell, and Cypress 
(Map 3). These areas have received less than 90% of 
normal precipitation (Map 4), with much of the South 

Region accumulating only 50% to 70% of normal, with 
some localized areas receiving less than 50%. 

Looking ahead to May, forecasts indicate an increase 
in precipitation across Alberta. Historical patterns also 
show a notable rise in precipitation during this time of 
year (Map 6). If realized, upcoming moisture will 
support soil moisture recharge heading into spring. 

Temperature 
During the cold season, average daily temperatures in 
municipalities north of a line extending east from 
Greenview through Yellowhead, Parkland, Camrose, 
Flagstaff, and Vermilion River ranged from near‑normal 
to moderately cooler than the long‑term average 
(Map 7). Several municipalities within the Central 
Region also experienced near‑normal cold‑season 
average daily temperatures. 

In contrast, municipalities along the mountains and 
foothills, as well as much of the Central and South 
Regions, experienced warm to very warm average 
daily temperatures relative to long‑term normal during 
the cold season (Map 7). 

The warmest average daily temperatures occurred 
along the mountains and foothills, extending from 
Yellowhead County south through Calgary, into the 
County of Willow Creek, and eastward toward Cypress 
County (Map 7). 

Overall, the cold season was marked by significant 
temperature variability. Daily mean temperatures 
frequently shifted from approximately 10 °C below 

normal to 10 °C above normal within short timeframes. 

Average weekly temperatures over the past four weeks 
highlight a less pronounced variability across Alberta 
since March 25th (Map 8). 

Snowpack 
These pronounced temperature swings have 
contributed to substantial snowmelt across the 
province. Several areas have experienced periods of 
snow accumulation followed by rapid melt. In some 
locations, surface soils have thawed during warm 
periods when snow cover was absent. 
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Most of the province has little to no snow cover, which 
is normal for this time of the year (Map 9). Snowpack 
accumulation on stubble fields, relative to normal, is 
highest in municipalities north of a line from Greenview 
east to St. Paul. In these areas, snowpack water 
equivalent exceeds 150% of normal (Map 10), 
indicating moderately to extremely above‑normal 
accumulation.  

Current forecasts indicate rain and snow over the next 
few days, meaning many areas are likely to see snow 
return to the ground, at least in the short term. 

365-Day Precipitation Trends  
Year‑over‑year conditions remain highly variable, with 
substantial precipitation deficits persisting across much 
of Alberta (Map 11). Across most of the Central, North 
East, North West, and Peace Regions, 365‑day 
precipitation amounts range from moderately low to 
very low compared with long‑term normal. Several 
areas including parts of the municipalities of Grande 
Prairie, Greenview, Northern Lights, Camrose, 
Flagstaff, Beaver, Wainwright, and Provost, are 
experiencing very to extremely low 365-day 
precipitation accumulations.  

Soil Temperatures 
Approximately 36 stations across Alberta have soil 
temperature sensors installed at 5 cm, 20 cm, 50 cm 
and 100 cm depths. Soil temperatures, at the 20 cm to 
50 cm depth, increased to above zero in southern 
Alberta starting in mid-March. Soil temperatures, at this 
same depth interval, across central Alberta to 
Edmonton, began to move above zero around April 
14th. Soil temperature north of Edmonton and into the 
Peace Region began to warm and move above zero 
around April 19th and 20th.  

As soils thaw, moisture will begin to infiltrate, 
recharging soil moisture reserves. 

Soil Moisture Reserves 
Soil moisture reserves have changed since the 
previous report. Spring wheat soil moisture reserves, 
relative to long‑term normal and assessed to a depth 
of 120 cm, have begun to improve in parts of the 

Central and South Regions. Improvements are 
estimated in some areas within the municipalities of 
Rocky View, Wheatland, Newell, Special Areas No. 2, 

No. 3, and No. 4, as well as Acadia, Vulcan, 
Lethbridge, Taber, and Cypress (Map 12). 

Near‑normal soil moisture reserves to a depth of 
120 cm are currently estimated in several areas within 

the municipalities of Yellowhead, Brazeau, Rocky 

View, Wheatland, Starland, the Special Areas (No. 2, 

No. 3, and No. 4), Acadia, Vermilion River, Lamont, 

Two Hills, Wainwright, Willow Creek, and Warner. 
Improvements in these areas have occurred as soils 
thawed and recent precipitation was able to infiltrate 
the ground (Map 12). 

Despite these localized improvements, soil moisture 
reserves across most of Alberta remain moderately to 
very low compared with long‑term normal (Map 12). 

Conditions are estimated to have declined since the 
last report in municipalities along the southern border, 
around the Red Deer area, and north into the Peace 
Region. Soils in these areas have not been thawed for 
as long, limiting moisture infiltration to date. 

In parts of the South, North West, North East, and 
Peace Regions, soil moisture reserves are estimated 
to be extremely low. In these areas, moisture levels at 
the 120 cm depth are approximately 25 mm to 75 mm 

below long‑term normal (Map 13). 

Perspective 
Alberta’s cold season is typically the driest time of year 

(Map 6), and even above‑average precipitation during 
these months rarely makes up for year‑to‑date 
moisture deficits. In the Central Region, only about 
15% of annual precipitation normally falls during 
winter, while the Peace Region receives closer to 25% 
of its annual total. From an agricultural perspective, 
May, June, and July are the most critical months for 
moisture, accounting for more than 50% of annual 
precipitation in the Central Region and at least 40% 
across much of the Peace Region (Map 14). 

Warm and windy conditions this winter have likely 
increased moisture losses through evaporation and 
sublimation. Recent warm weather has also led to 
rapid snowmelt across much of Alberta, which may 
help recharge dugouts. However, frozen soils have 
limited soil moisture recharge. In areas south of 
Edmonton, surface soils have begun to thaw, and 
recent spring precipitation has resulted in some soil 
moisture replenishment. 

Forecasts continue to suggest the potential for 
additional rain and/or snowfall. For now, patience 
remains important, with the hope that timely spring 
precipitation will help support the upcoming growing 
season.

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update
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Outlook

Fw: 2026 Community Fund for Mental Health

From Roland Milligan <AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Date Fri 2026-05-01 15:54
To Jessica McClelland <AdminExecAsst@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>

ASB late addition.  If not already there.

Roland Milligan
Chief Administrative Officer
M.D. of Pincher Creek No. 9
Box 279
1037 Herron Avenue
Pincher Creek, AB  T0K1W0
Phone:  403-627-3130
Email:  AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca

Emails and associated attachments are confidential and intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they have been
addressed.  In the event you have received this email by mistake, please notify the sender and delete if from your email
system.  Disclosing, copying, or distributing this information is strictly prohibited.  We do not accept any liability from
software viruses that may have been transmitted via email, or associated attachments.  

From: michaela@domore.ag <michaela@domore.ag>
Sent: May 1, 2026 15:01
To: Roland Milligan <AdminCAO@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Subject: 2026 Community Fund for Mental Health

Hello and Happy Spring!

We wanted to share that The Do More Agriculture Foundation’s 2026 Community Fund for Mental
Health is now open for applications.

As a past applicant, you already know what this program is all about—and we’d love to see you apply
again. The fund supports rural community groups and non-profits across Canada by helping bring a
Talk Ask Listen workshop to your community, at little to no cost.

Applications are open until May 20th.
https://www.domore.ag/community-fund

If you’ve been thinking about applying, consider this your nudge. Even if your idea has changed or you
weren’t selected last time, we’d still love to hear from you.

If you have questions feel free to reach out—we’re happy to connect.

G2f

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.domore.ag%2Fcommunity-fund&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C014327e325b84240253908dea7cc4215%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639132692889813018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eXpNmNKLIskXGQ8AyIAv8bRY2hh7A%2BGKPj6sbYarR8k%3D&reserved=0


Thanks again for the work you’re doing to support your community.

Michaela Braaten
Community Engagement Manager
The Do More Agriculture Foundation

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.domore.ag%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAdminExecAsst%40mdpinchercreek.ab.ca%7C014327e325b84240253908dea7cc4215%7C199e33edd80f42e29d84d64c0b3dfdd7%7C1%7C0%7C639132692889847408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3IN7iHGntXbTfmBggXKNA3gzwigZkLyNg2ACkgMlNq0%3D&reserved=0
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